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the Government ought not to have sent so many prisoners [to this
gaol]. Had the movement continued, the Government would have
found it impossible to accommodate any more.
READING
I mentioned earlier that the Governor had allowed us a table.1
We were also given pens and an ink-pot. The gaol has a library
which lends books to prisoners. I borrowed some of Garlyle's works
and the Bible. From a Chinese interpreter who used to visit the place
I borrowed a copy of the Koran in English, Huxley's lectures,
Carlyle's biographies of Burns, Johnson and Scott, and Bacon's essays
on civil and moral counsel. I also had some books of my own; these
included an edition of the Gita with a commentary by Manilal Nabhu-
bhai2, some Tamil books, an Urdu book presented by Maulvi Saheb,
the writings of Tolstoy, Ruskin and Socrates3. Most of these books I
either read [for the first time] or re-read during my stay in gaol. I
used to study Tamil regularly. In the morning I read the Gita and in
the afternoon portions of the Koran. In the evening I used to explain
the Bible to Mr. Fortoen, a Chinese Christian. As he wished to learn
English, I taught it to him through the Bible. If I was going to serve
my full term of two months in gaol, I had intended to complete the
translation of one of Carlyle's books and another4 of Ruskin. I believe
these books would have kept me wholly occupied. If I had been awarded
an even longer term, not only would I not have found it irksome, but
I could have added usefully to my knowledge. I would have been quite
contented. I believe that anyone who enjoys reading good books can
easily bear to be alone anywhere.
Among my fellow-prisoners, Mr. C. M. Pillay, Mr. Naidoo and a
few Chinese were in the habit of reading. Both the Naidoos had
started learning Gujarati. During the last days a few books of
Gujarati songs arrived, and many of us read these. But I do not call
this reading.
DRILL
In gaol we cannot spend the whole day reading. Even if it were
possible, we know that it is harmful in the long run. We therefore
managed, with some difficulty, to obtain the Governor's permission to
* Vide "My Experience in Gaol [-II]", p. 140.
2 Manilal Nabhubhai Dwivedi (1858-98); Sanskrit scholar, Gujarati poet, writer
and journalist; author of several books on Indian philosophy; attended the Parliament
of Religions along with Vivekananda.
3 Plato's Dialogues evidently, for it must have been about this time that Gandhiji
started writing his Gujarati series, "Story of a Soldier of Truth".
4 Unto This Last